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compose the salt of silver, and turn it black, or dark violet
colour. On withdrawing this paper from the apparatus,
where the operations have been carried on in darkness, we
have a drawing which reproduces, in black, the luminous
image formed by the lens. By certain means this image,
solely produced by the chemical action of light, is rendered
fixed and unalterable.

All the salts of silver thus exposed to light undergo an
analogous decomposition. Nor are they the only salts which
light modifies. Compounds of gold, platinum, and cobalt,
properly prepared, may also be altered under the influence of
direct or indirect rays, when exposed to the sun, or to his
diffused light.

The light of the sun possesses the power of bringing about
the combination of several other bodies. This is the case
with hydrogen and chloric gas. If you mix equal parts of
chloric gas and hydrogen in a bottle, and expose the mixture
to the sun, an immediate combination will take place between
the two gases, and chlorohydric acid gas will be formed. The
combination will take place with so much force that it will
be attended by a considerable escape of heat. If you throw
the bottle containing the mixture up into the air, towards a
space where the sun is shining, the bottle will break before it
falls, with a violent explosion, at the moment of its contact
with the light.

"We might multiply examples of the chemical action pro-
duced by light only on substances belonging to the mineral
kingdom, but it is sufficient for our purpose to say that the